








Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_spring2012
Part of the English Language and Literature Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2012 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Spring 2012 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Martinez, Robert, "ENG 1092G-099: Composition and Literature, Honors" (2012). Spring 2012. 47.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_spring2012/47
J 
English 1092G, sec. 99: Composition and Literature Honors 
Dr. Robert Martinez 
Office: Coleman 3371 
*E-mail: rlmartinez@eiu.edu 
(*=Do not e-mail assignments without my permission) 
Required Texts 
Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 
Pat Barker, Union Street & Blow Your House Down 
Michelle Cliff, No Telephone to Heaven 
George Orwell, 1984 
Robert McLiam Wilson, Eureka Street 
Other selected readings to be handed out in class 
Films: 
Dennis Gansel, The Wave (Die Welle) 
Peter Mullan, The Magdalene Sisters 
Course Description 
Course: MWF 9-9.50, Coleman 3609 
Office Hours: M 2-5 PM, W 2-4 PM, F 2-3 PM, 
and by appointment 
The goal of this course is to help you to become an effective writer of analytical and research-
based essays and to sharpen your writing and editing skills more generally through the lens of 
studying literary works. We will examine the genre of dystopian literature in this course in order 
to develop your ability to analyze specific forms of writing, to construct and assess arguments 
about these specific forms of genre writing, and to increase your critical reading skills. Along the 
way, you will ideally begin to establish the tools you will need to express your thoughts with 
clarity, to conduct independent research, and to edit and trouble shoot your writing and that of 
your peers. These skills are crucial to your success not only at EIU but also in the professional 
world that awaits you. 
Classroom Expectations 
The guiding methods of this course are group work and class discussion. Each of you must 
come to class each day in the following manner: 
• You should have carefully read each day's assigned reading and thought about the 
meaning of what you have read. 
• You should be ready to share your ideas about each work we study in class. 
By exchanging such feedback with each other, you will learn the importance of thinking critically 
about your own and other people's ideas, the world around you, and ultimately you will begin to 
think about and assess your own writing with a more critical eye. You will ideally discover more 
about yourself as a writer and a thinker, and you will learn to become a confident participant in 
the professional community you choose to enter later in your university career and professional 
life. The skills of reading and thinking carefully and widely make you a more interesting, 
informed person, which in turn makes you more attractive to employers, grad school committees, 
and others in the professional social setting and in life! 
Office Hours and Writing Help 
I am dedicated to helping you succeed in this course and at EIU. I will hold weekly office hours 
and will be available by appointment, should office hours not meet your needs during a given 
time. Please be aware, however, that (a) I do not conduct office hours over e-mail, unless I 
have made a special arrangement with you, and (b) do not wait until the last minute before 
an assignment is due to contact me about your work or e-mail me your work and expect a 
full response. 
Lastly, there are great campus resources available to you. The Writing Center 
(h.!1J;)://castle.eiu.edu/writing/students.ph12) in Coleman 3110 is a great place to seek out additional 
help, and the librarians at Booth Library are there to assist you with your research needs (or 
dilemmas!). 
Attendance 
Attendance is mandatory. Your success in the class (as well as your classmates' success) 
depends upon active participation and attendance. Regardless of any absences, you will be held 
responsible for all work assigned. Starting with your fourth ( 4°1) absences from class, I will lower 
your grade by a+ or -, and your grade will continue to suffer this deduction for each absence you 
accumulated thereafter. (For example, your fourth absence would make a B+ go to a B; your fifth 
absence would automatically drop your B to a B-, and a sixth absence would quickly move you to 
a C+.) Ten (10) or more absences will most likely result in a failing grade. Please do NOT 
interpret this rule to mean that you have any "free" classes to skip. 
Arriving late to class and being unprepared will also affect your grade negatively. If you arrive 
more than 10 minutes late to class, I will consider you absent. If you come to class without a 
draft of your assignment or without assigned homework, you may be considered absent. Be on 
time and be prepared-this is a lesson that will serve you well in whatever profession or field you 
choose to pursue in life. 
Plagiarism 
Plagiarism is absolutely unacceptable. Plagiarism is the presentation of another's words or ideas 
as your own. Usually plagiarism is intentional, but it can also occur when one fails to cite a 
source correctly. It violates the EIU honor system and robs the original author of due credit. As 
a student at Eastern Illinois University, you are responsible for abiding by the EIU Student 
Conduct Code(http://www.ciu.eduHudicial/studentconductcode.php#s I). Should I determine 
that you have committed plagiarism in an assignment, I will not hesitate to penalize your work 
and to direct the case to the Judicial Affairs Office. 
Grading 
• Passage Analysis Worksheets (PAW): 20% (2% each) 
• Participation, in-class writing/essays, possible reading quizzes: 25% 
• Three papers: 45% (15% each) 
• Final Exam: 10% 
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Tentative Schedule for English 1092G - Spring 2012 
Date What's Happenin2 in Class Homework 
Mon., 1/9 Introduction to course Start reading 1984 (pp. 1-
30) 
Wed., 1/11 Discuss meanings of genre, begin Read 1984 (pp. 31-61) 
discussing 1984 
Fri., 1/13 Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp. 62-107) 
Mon., 1/16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day - No 
Class 
Wed., 1/18 Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp, 108-138) 
Fri., 1/20 Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp. 139-189) 
Mon., 1/23 Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp. 190-220) 
Wed., 1/25 Discuss 1984 Read 1984 (pp. 221-268) 
Fri., 1/27 Finish discussing 1984 Start reading Fahrenheit 
451 (pp, 3-53) 
Mon., 1/30 Discuss Fahrenheit 451 Read Fahrenheit 451 (pp. 
fi4-94) 
Wed., 2/1 Discuss Fahrenheit 451 Read Fahrenheit 451 (pp. 
95-135) 
Fri., 2/3 Discuss Fahrenheit 451 Finish Fahrenheit 451 (pp. 
136-l6fi) 
Mon., 2/6 Finish discussing Fahrenheit 451 Read pp. 61-101 from The 
Hunger Games (class 
handout) 
Wed.,2/8 Discuss Hunger Games Read Hunger Games, pp. 
102-142 (class handout) 
Fri., 2/10 Discuss Hunger Games Finish Hunger Games 
excerpt (pp. 143-171); Start 
thinking about paper ideas 
Mon., 2/13 Wrap up discussion of Hunaer Games Begin drafting vour paper 
Wed., 2/15 Planning session for Paper #1 Work on completing a 
complete draft of Paper #1 
Fri., 2/17 Lincoln's Birthday - No Class Complete a draft of your 
paper for Monday! 
Mon., 2/20 Workshop for Paper #1 Revise vour draft! 
Wed., 2/22 Group Workshop for Paper #1 
Fri., 2/24 First Paper Due in class; Watch The 
Wave 
Mon., 2/27 Watch The Wave 
Wed., 2/29 Finish The Wave, discuss Start reading Blow Your 
House Down (BYHD), pp. 
247-288 
Fri.,3/2 Discuss Blow Your House Down Read BYHD, pp. pp. 289-
339 
Mon., 3/5 Discuss Blow Your House Down Read BYHD, pp. pp. 340-
380 
Wed., 3/7 Discuss Blow Your House Down Finishing reading Blow 




Fri., 3/9 Finish discussing Blow Your House Down Study for Midterm! 
Mon., 3/12- Spring Break - No Class 
3/16 
Mon., 3/19 Review for exam 
Wed., 3/21 Midterm Exam Start reading No Telephone 
to Heaven (pp. 3-33) 
Fri., 3/23 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 34-74) 
Mon., 3/26 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 75-120) 
Wed., 3/28 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 121-156) 
Fri., 3/30 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Read No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 157-192) 
Mon., 4/2 Discuss No Telephone to Heaven Finish No Telephone to 
Heaven (pp. 193-224) 
Wed.,4/4 Finish discussion of No Telephone to Start reading McLiam 
Heaven Wilson's Eureka Street (pp. 
1-35) 
Fri., 4/6 Discuss Eureka Street Read Eureka Street (pp. 36-
86) 
Mon.,4/9 Second Paper Due in class; Discuss Read Eureka Street (pp. 87-
Eureka Street 122) 
Wed.,4/11 Discuss Eureka Street Read Eureka Street (pp. 
123-158) 
Fri., 4/13 Discuss Eureka Street Read Eureka Street (pp. 
159-209) 
Mon.,4/16 Discuss Eureka Street Read Eureka Street (pp. 
210-250) 
Wed., 4/18 Discuss Eureka Street Read Eureka Street (pp. 
2:;1-291) 
Fri., 4/20 Discuss Eureka Street Read Eureka Street (pp. 
292-352) 
Mon.,4/23 Discuss Eureka Street Finish Eureka Street (pp. 
353-396) 
Wed.,4/2s Conclude discussion of Eureka Street 
Fri., 4/27 Last Day of Classes; review for Final 
Exam; Final Paper Due in class 
Final Exam: Mon., April 30, 2:45-4:45 p.m. 
